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February 5, 2012 8:30 am 5t Sunday after Epiphany

In Isaiah it is the one God who sits above the earth and numbers the stars—it is that God
who strengthens the powerless. So in Jesus' healing work we see the hand of the creator God,
lifting up the sick woman to health and service (diakonia). Like Simon's mother-in-law, we
are lifted up to health and diakonia. Following Jesus, we strengthen the powerless, like
Jesus, we seek to renew our own strength in quiet times of prayer.

PRELUDE “On Eagle’s Wings” Charles Callahan
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING HYMN “Oh, Worship the King” ELW #3842

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who spoke light into creation,

who calls us to listen and follow,

who sends us to shine like stars.
Amen.

Let us come before God, confessing our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy and merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned
against our sisters and brothers
and against you.

We cherish the values of this world.
We cause others to stumble.

The earth is wounded by our excess.
Have mercy, O God.

Forgive us, renew us,

and raise us up on eagles' wings,
that we may do your will

with courage and delight. Amen.

Hear the voice from heaven:

"You are my own, my beloved."

God gives power to the weary

and strengthens the powerless.

Be cleansed, be healed,

for in the name of + Jesus Christ,

I declare to you the forgiveness of your sins
and the revealing of God's reign.

Amen.
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GREETING

The grace of Jesus Christ,

the mercy of the Holy One,
and the Spirit of the living God
be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Everlasting God,

you give strength to the weak and power to the faint.

Make us agents of your healing and wholeness,

that your good news may be made known to the ends of your creation,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen

A TIME FOR CHILDREN

“Seek the Lord” John Carter

Zion Adult Choir

SPECIAL MUSIC

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 40:28-31
The Judeans in exile have a good reason to be hopeful: the one who will bring them to
freedom is the God who created the world, the God who subdues the rulers of the earth and
gives strength to those who are weary.
*Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The LORD is the everlasting God,
the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary;
his understanding is unsearchable.
“He gives power to the faint,
and strengthens the powerless.
*Even youths will faint and be weary,
and the young will fall exhausted;
’but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength,
they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary,
they shall walk and not faint.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 9:16-23

God entrusted Paul with the responsibility of bringing the gospel to diverse people. Hence
the focus of Paul’s ministry is not his own rights or privileges as an apostle but the privilege
of serving God by freely sharing the good news of Christ with others.

If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid on
me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! ""For if I do this of my own will, I have a
reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a commission. '*What then is my
reward? Just this: that in my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, so as not to
make full use of my rights in the gospel.

“For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that |
might win more of them. **To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those
under the law I became as one under the law (though I myself am not under the law) so that I
might win those under the law. *'To those outside the law I became as one outside the law
(though I am not free from God's law but am under Christ's law) so that I might win those
outside the law. *To the weak I became weak, so that I might win the weak. I have become
all things to all people, that I might by all means save some. *I do it all for the sake of the
gospel, so that I may share in its blessings.

ALLELUIA
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HOLY GOSPEL Mark 1:29-39
Everywhere Jesus goes, many people expect him to set them free from oppression.
Everywhere he goes, he heals them and sets them free. Disease, devils, and death are
running for their lives. The forces that diminish human life are rendered powerless by Jesus.

»As soon as they left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with
James and John. *Now Simon's mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him
about her at once. *'He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left
her, and she began to serve them.

“That evening, at sundown, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with

demons. *And the whole city was gathered around the door. **And he cured many who were

sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons
to speak, because they knew him.

*In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted
place, and there he prayed. **And Simon and his companions hunted for him. **When they
found him, they said to him, "Everyone is searching for you." *He answered, "Let us go on
to the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I
came out to do." *And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their
synagogues and casting out demons.

SERMON Pastor Marcia
HYMN OF THE DAY “Healer of Our Every IlI” ELW #612
OFFERING

OFFERTORY HYMN “Now the Silence” ELW #460
OFFERING PRAYER

Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills
were gathered together to become one bread,

so let your church be gathered together

from the ends of the earth into your kingdom,

for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SUPPER

DISTRIBUTION SONG “On Eagle’s Wings”

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Everlasting God, we bless you

that you have fed us with the life and light of your Son.
Send us in his name from this place

to bring light into dark corners,

healing where lives are torn,

and nourishment to every hungry heart,

in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING

God the Father, light-creator;

God the Son, Light from Light;

and God the Holy Spirit, light-revealer,
bless you and + give you peace.
Amen.

ELW #787



DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

CLOSING HYMN “Rise, Shine, You People!” ELW #665
POSTLUDE “Oh, Worship the King” Michael Burkhardt
LEADING OUR WORSHIP:

Presiding\Preaching: Pastor Marcia Sylvester
Worship Assistant:  Hugh Dahme
Organist:  Sonya Kempf
Deacons:  Don Craft
Curt Suedmeier
Acolyte: McKenzie Holty
Lector: Trudy Anderson
Altar Guild Co-Chairs:  Trudy Anderson
Fran Schnabel
Coffee Hosts:  Zion Men’s Group
Sound System: Steve Ottenbacher
Counters: John\Becky Desens
Marcie Andersh
Mary Jane Kabrud
Van Driver: Lance Vilhauer
Ushers:  Art Bretsch, Keith Larson,
Glenn Denning



